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E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: UNESCO, IS 

SUB J : JERUSALEM EXCAVATIONS/THE CITY OF DAVID 

1 . WE WERE RECENTLY TOLD BY PROF. YOSEF AVIRAM. HEAD 
OF THE ISRAEL EXPLORATION SOCIETY, THAT ARCHEOLOGICAL 
EXCAVATIONS WOULD SOON BEGIN IN THE OPHEL (CITY OF 
DAVID) SOUTH OF THE TEMPLE MOUNT. THE JERUSALEM POST 
DEC. 21 CARRIED ARTICLE TO THIS EFFECT STATING ACTIVITIES 
WOULD BE COORDINATED BY NEW COMMITTEE HEADED BY 
PROF. YIGEL YADIN. 

2. PROJECT REPORTEDLY WILL COVER FIVE YEARS AND IS 
EXPECTED TO GET UNDERWAY IN ABOUT A YEAR. EXPEDITION 
LEADER NOT YET CHOSEN AND POST STORY SPECULATES 
THERE MAY BE A NUMBER OF TEAMS. 

3. PROF. AVIRAM STATED THAT NO HOUSES WOULD BE 
DEMOLISHED AND THAT DIGGING WOULD BE CONFINED TO 
OPEN SPACES. ARTICLE STATES ONE PART OF THE 
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OPHEL HAD BEEN PURCHASED BY BARON EDMUN DE ROTHSCHILD 
FOR EXCATIONS BY FRENCH ARCHAEOLOGIST WEILL IN 1913- 
1914. THE POST STORY POINTS OUT THERE HAVE BEEN 
NINE DIGS ON THE OPHEL SINCE CHARLES WARREN CONDUCTED 
THE FIRST IN 1867. THE MOST EXTENSIVE PREVIOUS 

EXCAVATION WAS CARRIED OUT BY DAME KATHLEEN KENYON BETWEEN 
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